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Top stories in this newsletter 

Science and Engineering Practices for K-12 

There are math and ELA practices/skills found in Common Core, and 

many of those overlap with the (8) practices for NGSS.  These (8) 

practices are found in K-12 science classrooms, and as a district we 

will systematically develop resources and curriculum that support 

each one.  The first practice we will focus on is: 

Obtaining, Evaluating, and Communicating Information  

Scientists and engineers must be able to communicate clearly and 

persuasively the ideas and methods they generate.  Critiquing and 

communicating ideas individually and in groups is a critical 

professional activity.  Follow the link, to see the expectations for K-12. 

 

Upcoming STEM Conferences and Professional Development 

There are many opportunities to learn from our peers and network to 

build our repertoire in NGSS. Approval and funding by administrator 

are needed for individuals and site level teams (PLCs). 

UC Davis School of Education: STEM-TASTIC SATURDAY 

STEMCON—April 8, 2016 

Sacramento County Office of Education (SCOE) 

 

Resources for a NGSS Classroom 

K-3: ELA and NGSS Correlations (Lessons and Resources) 

TRUSD Units:  K-5: NGSS Story and Standards  

Grade 4 and 5 Weekly Lesson Plans  

5 YouTube Channels for Primary School Teachers 

K-12: Resources for Close Reading in Science 

 

Frequently Asked Questions 

1. For the 4th and 5th grade Science district benchmark 

assessments, do we have to follow a certain order? 

 No, during each testing window you will have access to Life, 

Physical, and Earth Science assessments. Teachers can dictate 

what order they would like to cover material, as long as each unit 

is assessed by the end of the 2015-16 academic year. 

2. When will 4th and 5th grade Science district benchmark assessments be aligned 

with NGSS? 

 There will be a team of teachers in the Spring and Summer of 2016 who will 

collaborate to align assessments, pacing guide, and resources with NGSS.  

3. Has the district made a decision on Middle and High School course pathways?  

Will teachers be a part of the discussion? 

 No, the district has not made a decision.  As with other districts in the state we are 

waiting for the Science Framework to be adopted.  There will be a collection of 

evidence from all parts of the TRUSD system to determine what is best for 

students.  This includes input from classroom teachers. 

 

If you have questions about K-12 Science, Health, or PE please contact: 

Lundon C. Jackson  lundon.jackson@twinriversusd.org (916) 566-1600 ext. 50222 

 

http://ngss.nsta.org/Practices.aspx?id=8
http://ngss.nsta.org/Practices.aspx?id=8
http://education.ucdavis.edu/sites/main/files/file-attachments/soe_stem-tastic_saturday_flyer.pdf
http://www.stemcon.net/
http://scoecatalog.net/index.lasso?fa=cataloglist&subject_id=23&-session=session_catalog:CFA61A681920320993yQLx3D3CEF
http://commoncore.twinriversusd.org/units/science/units/
http://commoncore.twinriversusd.org/units/science/units/
http://www.twinriversusd.org/depts/ci/science/k-6_science/
https://cornerstoneseducation.co.uk/5-youtube-science-channels-primary-school-teachers-need-to-know-about/
http://bpsscience.weebly.com/science-and-literacy-close-reading-cwa--more.html

